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April 23 & 24, 2022
Event Produced by: LeMoyne Arts

"Found in Tallahassee"
by Artist Robin Popp
2022 Festival Poster Art and Magazine Cover Art

Festival Background
Started in 2001, the Chain of Parks Art Festival was designed to offer the Tallahassee community an
outdoor, fine art experience previously not found in the region.
LeMoyne’s Executive Director at the time, Mary Beth Foss, initiated the Festival by working with a few
local artists who were interested in the opportunity. The event got its name from the beautiful venue
in which it is held: downtown Tallahassee’s “Chain of Parks” along Park Avenue.
Starting as a smaller event with about 50 local and regional artists, the Festival was not only designed
to be a diverse fine art experience, but also to provide a vehicle by which the LeMoyne Art Foundation
could raise funds for its ongoing exhibitions and art education programs.
Over the life of the Festival, it has grown into LeMoyne’s No. one fundraiser. In 2012, the Festival
experienced a 50% increase in funds raised over the prior year resulting in $65,000 of support for
LeMoyne’s ongoing programs. Then in 2018, the Festival’s out-of-area visitor level allowed it to receive
significant support from Visit Tallahassee, Leon County, the City of Tallahassee and the Downtown
Community Redevelopment Agency, helping the Festival reach a fundraising goal of $100,000+
annually while significantly increasing its marketing budget.
After eight years of being planned and organized by LeMoyne staff with assistance from volunteers,
the Festival transitioned into a volunteer-driven event. Volunteer Chairs were appointed by the
LeMoyne Board. Charles and Cynthia Tunnicliff and Kelly Dozier began to take the Festival to new
heights, bringing more artists to the event and broadening the reach through marketing and personal
outreach to traveling artists -- this helped to expand the variety and quality of original art displayed in
the Festival.
In 2009 Sheri O. Sanderson joined the Festival Committee as Event Manager and has brought
exceptional event management skills and experience to the team. Sheri manages the intricate behindthe-scenes with the artist, the Tallahassee Police Department, City of Tallahassee Parks and Recreation
Department, Alcohol and Beverage Licensing, equipment rentals, the Festival Program, other printed
materials and much more.
Kelly S. Dozier has served as Festival Chair since 2009 and through visiting other art festivals and
keeping an open eye to new ideas, has brought a number of initiatives to the Festival, adding
interactive opportunities as well as depth to the experience. Some of those initiatives include: The
Village (including community partners and children’s art programs), the Jacques Le Moyne Living
History Encampment, Greening the Festival, “BetheArt” Photo Opportunities and Pop-up
Entertainment. Kelly has also served as Sponsor Chair since 2008, bringing in more than $75,000 in
sponsorships each year.
The Festival continues to grow in quality and notoriety, including being recognized as one of the Top
100 fine art festivals in the country by Sunshine Artist Magazine.
Festival Mission: The Chain of Parks Art Festival is established to present an outdoor festival of highquality original artwork and entertainment for the enjoyment of our Tallahassee area residents
and visitors, while fostering the careers and financial support of local and regional artists
and raising needed funds for the operation of LeMoyne Arts.
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2022 Chain of Parks Art Festival Returns in Full Bloom
LeMoyne Prepares to Host North Florida’s Premier Fine Art Festival

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – LeMoyne’s 22nd Annual Chain of Parks Art Festival will be held
on Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, April 24, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the
Bloxham, Lewis and Randolph “Chain of Parks” in Downtown Tallahassee, Fla. Known
as a premier fine art event, visitors can view and purchase unique works of art from
150 carefully selected fine artists, while enjoying a weekend filled with local heritage
re-enactments, various artistic creations, family fun, mouth-watering culinary
creations, interactive children’s art activities and “foot-stomping” live entertainment.
A Saturday Evening Groove will take place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public.
“The entire Festival team is thrilled to be planning for the event to return to its full
offerings and more in 2022,” said Kelly Dozier, Chain of Parks Art Festival Chair and
Sponsor Chair. “We’ll be bringing back children’s programs and activities and are
looking forward to more live entertainment all day long. It will be a weekend of old
favorites plus new aspects to enjoy, bringing together our community’s fine art fans
and cultivating new art lovers.”
The Chain of Parks Art Festival is recognized as one of the nation’s “Top 100 Fine Art
Festivals” by Sunshine Magazine and was named the “BEST Family Amusement'' in
the Tallahassee Democrat’s Tallahassee Reader’s Choice Awards 2021. Dozier says
visitors can expect a fun-filled outdoor cultural adventure, while experiencing one-ofa-kind works of fine art under century-old trees in a charming Southern outdoor
setting. A recent economic impact study showed the 2019 Festival resulted in over
$1.9 million of direct spending in the Tallahassee community.
-- more --

Continued...
Fresh at the Festival
“Each year, we look to incorporate new activities and vendors we believe will bring
more to our community,” said Powell Kreis, LeMoyne’s Programming Director and
Festival Manager. “The Festival is a fun, family-friendly experience for everyone, from
local amateur art lovers to avid collectors.”
Along with a wide variety of fine art presented by artists from all over the country,
this year’s Festival will include unique interactive experiences like BeTheArt photo
opportunities, a Festival Bar by Il Lusso and a Saturday Night Groove performance
featuring Tallahassee Nights Live! Returning to the Festival is “The Village,” which
highlights Community Partners and children’s art programs where the youngest
guests can participate in pop-up studios, interactive activities and various types of
craft-making.
Additionally, there will be four professional chalk artists from around the country
creating interactive chalk art pieces throughout the weekend. A “Festival passport”
will take guests on a scavenger hunt through the Festival, and the first 100 guests
who complete the passport will earn a prize.
Festival organizers say they are proud to celebrate Earth Day again this year through
a long-established partnership with Sustainable Tallahassee. The focus will be on
four initiatives: education, eliminating Styrofoam, reducing landfill waste and
reducing food waste. A “Recycled Beauty” gallery exhibit at LeMoyne Arts will feature
artist Lana Shuttleworth, April 14 - May 28. Shuttleworth also serves as the
presenting artist for the Chain of Parks Art Festival Opening Night in collaboration
with Florida State University. This presentation, April 21, will accompany her
“Recycled Beauty” exhibit.
This year, in partnership with the City of Tallahassee’s TAPP program, the Chain of
Parks Art Festival recruited eight artists to decorate repurposed rain barrels to be
displayed downtown. This public art project will be on display for the month of April
leading up to the Festival. These rain barrels will be auctioned off as a fundraiser for
LeMoyne Arts. Additionally, on Friday, April 22, guests can practice sustainability by
signing up to participate in a workshop to paint and decorate their own rain barrel.

-- more --

Continued...
A Juried Fine Art Competition
Artisans will travel from across the nation to display their original works of fine art
for sale, helping to further the importance of fine art in the lives of community
members. On Saturday of the Festival, judges will review the artists’ works in each
media category and winners will be announced on Saturday at 5:15 p.m., when the
winning artists’ award ribbons and flags will be displayed in their booths. Winning
artists vie for $10,000 in awards.
About 2022 Cover Artist Robin Popp
The title of the Festival’s 2022 cover art is “Found in Tallahassee” by artist Robin
Popp. Born in South Florida, Robin Popp says she has always had a love for sunshine
and palm trees. Encouraged by a creative family, her love of art started as soon as
she could hold a brush. She spent a short time at Ringling School of Art and Design in
Sarasota, Fla., and earned a certificate as a cabinetmaker from Pinellas Technical
College in Clearwater, Fla. Combining her love for painting and woodworking had
been a challenge until recently, when she began to cradle her paintings in wooden
boxes.
Now, Robin has a painting studio and a woodworking studio on the thirteen hidden
acres near Gainesville, Fla. Primarily working in oils, she says she enjoys painting on
location “en plein air” as much as possible. She loves being surrounded by the sights
and sounds of the natural world and strives to add this essence to her paintings for
the collector.
Learn More
Proceeds from the Festival benefit LeMoyne Arts’ educational and exhibition
programs.
For more information on the 2022 Chain of Parks Art Festival, visit the website
www.ChainofParks.com. Receive the latest Festival social media updates on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
###

2022 Festival Cover Artist
Learn More about Robin Popp

In January, Lemoyne unveiled the Festival’s 2022 cover
art: “Found in Tallahassee” by artist Robin Popp.
Born in South Florida, Robin Popp says she has always
had a love for sunshine and palm trees. She spent a
short time at Ringling School of Art and Design in
Sarasota, Fla., and earned a certificate as a
cabinetmaker from Pinellas Technical College in
Clearwater, Fla.
Combining her love for painting and woodworking had
been a challenge until recently, when she began to
cradle her paintings in wooden boxes. Primarily working
in oils, she says she enjoys painting on location “en plein
air” as much as possible. She loves being surrounded by
the sights and sounds of the natural world and strives to
add this essence to her paintings for the collector.

Robin Popp

Encouraged by a creative family, Popp’s passion for art began when she was old enough to hold
a brush.
“I have always been a maker, in a family of makers,” said Popp. “I would spend hours in my room
drawing horses and making cardboard stables for my plastic horses. Birthday presents were
always art supplies, and I've never gotten tired of receiving them.”
Now, Popp has a painting studio and woodworking studio on the thirteen acres in North Florida
she shares with her husband. After putting art festivals on hold for a couple years, Popp -inspired by her role model and daughter, Cat Pope -- says she decided it was time to “get back
out there.” As a second year participant in the Chain of Parks Art Festival, Popp says she is
ecstatic to be chosen as the 2022 cover artist.
“I am so honored and humbled to have been chosen as this year's poster artist,” added Popp.
“Coming to Tallahassee last year, I fell in love with the city and I feel a real connection to the
area.”
“Found in Tallahassee,” the cover art for the 2022 Festival, expresses her admiration and
appreciation for the Capital City, while staying true to her love for nature. This work began with
the discovery of a vintage map. Popp enjoys hiding and revealing secrets in her work, which
influenced her to combine paper elements into acrylic paintings.
Popp says she looks forward to people visiting her booth at the Festival this year
and hearing the stories they see in the hidden elements.
###
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North Florida’s Premier Art Festival Returns in Full Bloom
The Chain of Parks Art Festival is thrilled to return to its full offerings and more in
2022. After the Festival was canceled in 2020 and scaled back in 2021, organizers and
volunteers are working hard to resume a full, fun and special 2022 event. With the
return of Festival traditions and the introduction of new activities, guests can expect
to enjoy live entertainment, food vendors, children’s activities, interactive
experiences, “BeTheArt” photo ops, the “Saturday Night Groove,” and a wide variety
of fine art presented by artists from all over the country. In addition, Jacques Le
Moyne returns to the Festival (through a live reenactment) in his French
encampment in The Village.
Learn more about what makes the Festival special:
Chalk Artists
The Festival’s 3D chalk art component brings noted national street artists to
Tallahassee to create their art during the Festival -- learn more about the artists
bringing art to life as guests stroll downtown!
Jolene Russel
Jolene became interested in art at a very young age. Her passion continued to
blossom as she got older and took her talents to numerous street painting
festivals across the United States and Europe. Last year, Jolene’s 3D work in
Germany won her first place at the Wilhelmshaven Street Art Festival.
-- more --

Continued...
Jeff Pilkinton
Fort Wayne Indiana native Jeff Pilkinton is a local artist and street painter. Jeff
specializes in chalk art and mural work. Before the pandemic, he traveled the
country doing chalk/street painting festivals. Jeff’s artistic style shows energy in
his work with saturated colors and “sketchiness.”
Samantha Wanner
Samantha is a self-taught artist based in Central Wisconsin, practicing primarily in
the mediums of chalk and paint. Samantha found a passion for chalk art at the
young age of three, and she has been participating in chalk events since the age
of eight. Samantha specializes in brightly colored, animation-inspired chalk
drawings. She attends multiple chalk events every year throughout the United
States.
Anat Ronen
Anat is a Houston-based self-taught artist. She became a professional artist in her
late 30s following a decision she and her partner made as a family, to emigrate
from Israel to the USA and try to change their lives. She has been a full-time artist
for the past 13 years and participates in street painting and art festivals around
the world.
The Color Green: Chain of Parks Art Festival -- Learn more!
A Sustainable Festival
Festival organizers say they are proud to celebrate Earth Day again this year
through a long-established partnership with Sustainable Tallahassee. The focus
will be on four initiatives: education, eliminating Styrofoam, reducing landfill
waste and reducing food waste. For more information about the LeMoyne’s
Chain of Parks Art Festival, visit www.chainofparks.com or email
chainofparks@lemoyne.org.
Rain Barrel Public Art Project
This year, in partnership with the City of Tallahassee’s TAPP program, the Chain
of Parks Art Festival recruited eight artists to decorate repurposed rain barrels to
be displayed downtown. This public art project will be on display for the month of
April leading up to the Festival. These rain barrels will be auctioned off as a
fundraiser for LeMoyne Arts. Additionally, on Friday, April 22, guests can practice
sustainability by signing up to participate in a workshop to paint and decorate
their own rain barrel.
-- more --

Continued...
“Recycled Beauty” and Tallahassee’s 2022 Opening Nights Presenting Artist
Tallahassee’s 2022 Opening Nights presenting artist is Lana Shuttleworth. From
gutter to gallery, Shuttleworth’s work ignites a desire to recover and re-see
beauty around us by reusing, recycling, and revisioning new ways to reduce
waste. Shuttleworth’s art will be featured in LeMoyne’s exhibit “Recycled Beauty”
from April 21 - May 28, in honor of Earth Day and the Chain of Parks Art Festival’s
green mission. Her presentation, “’Re-‘… A Prefix for Art and Life,” will accompany
her feature in LeMoyne’s exhibit. Shuttleworth will discuss the pioneering
creativity in her work that leads to a transformative journey from reclamation to
rediscovery. Learn more at https://openingnights.fsu.edu/events/lanashuttleworth/
###
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**MEDIA ADVISORY**
22nd Annual Chain of Parks Art Festival
~North Florida’s Premier Fine Art Festival~

TALLAHASSEE – The 22nd Annual Chain of Parks Art Festival will be held on Saturday
and Sunday, April 23-24, 2022. Visitors can view and purchase unique fine art
creations from more than 170 artists from throughout the United States, while
enjoying a weekend filled with various artistic creations, family fun, local culinary
creations, children’s art activities and foot-stomping live entertainment.

WHO: LeMoyne Arts
WHAT: 22nd Annual Chain of Parks Art Festival
WHEN:
Saturday April 23, 2022, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 24, 2022, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday Evening Groove, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Downtown Tallahassee Chain of Parks
along Park Avenue, east of Monroe Street
PRICE: FREE
For more information on the Chain of Parks Art Festival events, including photos
from past festivals, please visit the website at www.chainofparks.com. Anyone
interested in more information about the Festival can follow and engage with Chain
of Parks on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@ChainofParks).
###

