qul Zerbe—He s Reti

©K Zerbje’;i Flonda State s artlst-fn remdedbe is’
retiring from: his - teaching duties at the’ mver51ty
- but he will not retire his paint brush and pallette

“  Zerbe- said; “I'm going .to':stay. here
Tallahassee ‘because - I' like it here »and ‘because L’ve

just added a studio onto my home.” The artist, who isi .

retiring for health reasons after 17 years as an art ¢
professor athlomda State added,. ;L fw}yllhgnntmue
painting.”’ - ¥ s e A

Ackknowledged the'  masters‘- of |

as. one 2 o£

: .contemporary expressionism, ‘Zerbe Was thekforemost

. ““FLORIDA *« STATE

rin ng

teacher and has en]oyed te‘acmng "tremendously,

‘he said. “I'm very sorry I cannot keep up teaching. I ‘
“Jearned: more from my students than they’ve learned

in - ér(g}n’fﬁe“’l‘hey ve kept me young.”
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PRESIDENT - Stanley --

“:Marshall said; ‘“Not only .Professor Zerbe’s students,
but ‘the UniVermtv as.a whole, will miss a teacher of
_his caliber. Having a man of his stature on our faculty
has been an honor for the state of Florida.” :
.The German-born' artist studied at the Debschitz

painter in ‘encaustic (painting with hot wax) until 1948.: ; Ax:t School: in* Munich “with ‘Joseph Eberz and Karl
MostgAmergcan artists workmg in that medlum today Caspar ~who was a follower of Edvard Munch, an
_have:studied under him. - S o'u'fstandmg expressionist of , tg;vpgne Zerbe also, '
After-'developing a serious allergy to encaustlc stud‘ied”at the, Munich Academy Q

he was forced to find ‘other means of creating his.j “. The ‘painter was only 19 whern he had his first one- -
major works. After one of his students developed the man: show in 1922fat} the Gurhtt G;aHery in his native
- first Qlastlc paint, polymer tempera, Zerbe turned to ~ Berlin. LT :
- this medium and worked with it for 10 years until. Zetbe’s early works were labeled “subverswe

-

acryhts appeared He adopted the medium because it - and ‘‘degenerate” by the Nazi regime and were

was usable ‘on a wider svariety :ofi surfaces .an
offered more flexibility. . Today the.artist,»works

mostly: in. acryhcs or a combmahon of- collagevand'!

‘ -acrylies:> - -

His deepJ:fe—long mterest in wﬂdhfe, and birds in ¢ -

 particular, isreflected-in current ’Woi‘lisfwhrcg include:
manyedramatlc images of birds.
- " One project of special interest to Tallahasseeans

; ..was" the “series ‘of twelve Zerbe birds' which - were

silkscreened last year by members of the community
7 at LeMoyne Art Foundation for an exhlblt there wmch
e .recelved national coverage. :

~'The = professor: has gamed great respect as a

removed from’ German Museums in 1934. That ‘same

«‘v

I he emigrated: to the United States where he held

t ea
¥u _first - American one-man exhlbltlon at Harvard

Umversn:yc - -
He was with the Boston Museum: of Fme Arts for
17 years before coming to Florida State in 1954. He is
associated with the Lee Nordness Galleriés' in
York and plans to-have a one-man'show, ‘fhé‘!;"s
winter.. His -plans:.also, mcluge& a—;gngm t,sho«wfp‘m
Tauahassee at that time:~ - ~ SRS

Zerbe’s /i worksr+-hang ..im: numerous sprivate;
“collectiofis ﬂ;roughout the country as well-as-in m’ahy
of the major; ﬁuseum & el
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July 26, 1971

ur. Starley i‘arshall
uffice of the ‘resident
Floride Stete University
Tallehassee, floride

| Dear President narshall:

Thank you for your most welcome letter of July 8th.

1 am most appreciative of the honor, end it is e

wonderiul climex to a long career. Of course I had been
wondering, as we &1l do, how retirement would affect me.
Ly paintine is my prime concern but contact with studants
hes #lways been a great joy end extremely importent to ne,
To be without it, suddenly, I thousht might be a very
unconfortable shock., Your kind aection gives me a symbolice
connection with the yoﬁng people and with the University

for which 1 have developed a grest affection,

very sincerely yours,




A\ THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY TALLAHASSEE 32306

Office of the President

July 8, 1971

Dr. Karl Zerbe
1807 Atapha Nene
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Dear Professor Zerbe:

As your friend and admirer, I regret to see you go, although
I am happy that you will be free to devote more time to your
= art.

Your presence on the faculty has been an inspiration not only
to your students, but to your colleagues and friends in the
administration as well. Your presence will continue to be
felt here through the tangible and intangible contributions
you have made to the University.

I hope this new phase of your career is fulfilling and happy.
With kind personal regards.

Sincerely,

G~

Stanley Marshall
President

SM/gs




THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

TALLAHASSEE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

July 8, 1971

Dr. Karl Zerbe
1807 Atapha Nene
Tallahassee, Florida

Dear Dr. Zerbe:

I am pleased to inform you that your appointment as Professor
Emeritus has been approved effective July 1, 1971. We are happy to
have you continue your relationship with Florida State University in
this capacity.

This letter brings to you our best wishes.

Sincergely yours,

/:45(/ & PR AL
/St?:mley Marshall
/-~ President

SM/de




